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Where the Lord's people fought to hold
Them back with stout defense and bold,                             :0ls73
And others rushed down to the marges
Of the sea, where there were ships and barges^
Which some of our men sought to board
For what refuge they would afford.
There many died, who reached the sea
Too tardily. There Auberi
Of Rheims,5 who was to guard the fort,
Like a base coward did comport
Himself. For he, thinking to slip
Away to sea, boarded a ship 5                                            io,sso
But his good men, with many a shout
Of protest, made him turn about
Back into the town by force.
Then said he: "Since no other course
There is, for God let us die here."
On every side the Turks drew near
The foot of the Toron, on right
And left; so many stormed the height
They knew not what side to defend
Themselves. Now arrows without end                              10,890
Fell thicker than hail ever fell.
Men fought on foot, and fought pell-mell.
The fight lasted all day. But our
Men could not have withstood the power
Of their assaults without God's aid,
Who caused the patriarch newly made 6
5 Auberi of Rheims was in command of the citadel of Jaffa. He was taken prisoner
by the Saracens. (Roger of Hoveden, III, p. 183,)
6 This patriarch is called Ralph by Siccard (Muratori, Scriptores, VII, 616), but
Rohricht prefers to term him anonymous ("Syria Sacra," in Z.DJ*.V., X [1887], 8).
Ralph, bishop of Bethlehem, was called patriarch-elect in an act of 1192, according to
Mas Latrie ((CLes Patriarches latins de Jerusalem," Rev. Or. Latf> I, 18-19), but we
can find no such act, nor indeed any Ralph, bishop of Bethlehem, after the famous
chancellor bishop who died in 1174. Between the death of Heraclius in 1191 and the
accession of Monachus in 1194 there is great confusion, as several prelates were elected,
but none ever entered into possession of the see or apparently was even invested.